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Central Park Renovation Project

Following a comprehensive series of 17 City Council meetings and workshops since 2015, staff
received direction to move forward with the Central Park renovation project, taking it through the
construction document phase and the public bidding process. Bids will be received in early 2024, and
afterward staff is planning a construction kick-off.

M Health Fairview Sports Center

Parks and Recreation will host three hockey tournaments and a Special Olympics bocce tournament
in August. In addition, due to a delay on completion of turf replacement on the East Ridge High
School field, there will be high school football and soccer practices throughout the month in the field
house.

Public Safety

Public Safety Community Events

This past month, Police and Fire team members
enjoyed helping with and presenting at Youth and
Half-Pint Safety Camp, supporting the annual 4 of
July Celebration with officers onsite and assisting
with parking and traffic control, volunteering at a
Miracle League baseball game (photo 1) and
supporting the Wounded Warrior Project’s annual
bike ride (photo 2).

Woodbury Public Safety’s Bike Patrol and Reserves
hosted a bike rodeo July 17 where young and
young-at-heart residents rode through a safety
obstacle course, learned a few safe riding
techniques, and enjoyed conversations and
challenges from our team members (photo 3).

Public Safety hosted the first Community BBQ at
Woodmere apartments July 20, where
approximately 65 residents enjoyed dinner from
Open Cupboard, conversation and games from
police officers and a bike raffle (photos 4 and 5).

Vehicle License Plate Reader Program

In late 2022, Public Safety began piloting a vehicle license plate reader program around some of
Woodbury’s commercial areas. There are many cases where this piece of technology helped officers
prevent crimes or locate criminals. For example, we recently received information on two vehicles
that had been involved in ATM and vehicle theft in Wisconsin. Shortly after receiving this
information, one of the vehicles drove by a Woodbury license plate reader camera and an automatic
notification was sent to officers. Officers were able to locate the vehicle, conduct a traffic stop, speak
with, and identify all occupants of the vehicle. This proactive and detailed work from patrol officers
likely prevented a crime from occurring in our city.
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Officers Serve with Courage and Compassion

We often share stories where the courage of our officers is highlighted. This month, we were
reminded that our officers combine extreme courage with deep compassion. Recently, a community
member called in a compliment regarding how an officer was polite, helpful, and genuinely concerned
for the well-being of the two individuals involved in an accident. Another resident used the words,
“awestruck with the professionalism and compassion” a team of four officers displayed after they
performed lifesaving measures on her family member. Another teammate was complimented
regarding how they compassionately built rapport and displayed empathy, patience and
understanding throughout a call with a person in crisis. These moments demonstrate the positive
impact our officers have during challenging and difficult moments for our community members. We
are grateful for how our officers serve with courage and compassion each day.

Public Works

PFAS Financial Update

The city has spent $18,443,705 on PFAS mitigation as of the end of second quarter 2023. Of that
total, $17,480,215 has been reimbursed by the state 3M settlement grants, and $963,491 (5%) has
been city-funded expenses.

Fleet Services
Fleet Services will be hosting an open house on Aug. 17 from 8 a.m. to noon to showcase the new Fleet
Services facility to other cities and municipalities.

Met Council Adopts 2024 Wastewater Services Rates and Charges

The Met Council approved a 6.8 percent increase in its wholesale charge to cities for wastewater
collection and treatment services in 2024. The biggest drivers of wastewater treatment cost inflation
are chemicals, labor, gas, and electricity. This cost represents 73 percent of our sanitary sewer
operating costs, which is a separate pass-through charge on the utility bill.

Upcoming Meetings
Neighborhood Meetings

1. Proposed 2023-2024 Pond Maintenance Project, Aug. 17, 7 p.m., Council Chambers
Preliminary Items Scheduled for Aug. 16 Council Workshop

1. Adult-Use Cannabis
2. Ensure Long-Term Drinking Water Sustainability Strategic Initiative

Other Meetings
1. Economic Development Commission, Aug. 22, 7:30 a.m., Ash North and South Conference
Rooms

2. CSAH 13 (Radio Drive) Expansion Project Open House, Aug. 23, 4 to 6 p.m., East Ridge High
School, 4200 Pioneer Drive

Respectfully submitted,

Clinton P. Gridley
City Administrator



